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EDITORIAL.

Four or fivc yeurs gz0, vhen I wuB sn sctive fin, I uscd to drcean of
50ing cbroed, I drcumt most often of americe, of course, where the Cryegong
hung out, und whe re people like 3ill Doncho, Betty Jukews end dozens of
Other fune lived, Yhen I went into the wray, I hoped I'd get one of those
rorc but jommy postings to the Curribecun, where I'd be =ithin €e8y reegh of
Americu, cnd might cven be ¢ble to sttend the Scacon, c¢tc, So * I got ecnt to
Kemye, which wus very nice, but ween't awcrics,

Now thut I've been ulmost completcly invctive in fendom for ut leest tuo
or three yeors und ugn (mercifully) forgjotten, the cheince hss come. In 8pite
of heving hed to sink ,1200 in & chare i e glider, I've etill meneged to
sccumlote sufficient funds to get voross for o visit to the Stetcs before
I get thromn in jeil or get merricd, vhich, us fur wus teking extended trips
is concerned, comes to the sum thing, The only difficulty now wes the ides
of living over there, Sure, I hed €nough money to stey two or three wecks
«nd be cble to enjoy myself, :fter the forcs were puid, But vho wents to
&0 veross the Atlentic for ¢ fortnight's holiday., I figured the lesst I could
stuy wes three months, to meke the Journcy worth vhile, So I shevled the
idec for the time being, thoush I did think of sclling ay sstounding coll- -
cction, However, the trip hes been groduclly working; itsclf up, in spite of
ay not trying very herd, Thet, for instence, 'es the best timk for me to
com¢ over? Lete summer, during which I could sttend the Tricon? No, simply,
beceuse lote summer I “ented to be buck in the UL, cerning we much money ss
possible to rccover from the trip, July to Septeaber 1s the best time for
me to eorn moncy, wus it's th¢ holidey period snd locum phermecists sre st

preamiun, 80 I figured april to Junc would be th. best time, 4nd some body
t the ;liding club vho hid sy nt s¢ verul yeers in amcrics suggceted: " 'hy
on't you offer to cre= for somebody ove:r thore? Thit ~wy, yould be wuble
to see & lot of the country, :nd you'd gct your ¢Xpenees peid,”

This wea o grect idew, I sent ¢ letter off to un A ricen &liding megezine
SUARING, offering mr services os « orew (to retricve o glider ufter the pilot
!




s londed it, usuclly . lirge nuabcr of miles :viy.) I didntt, “(Llly o3, allore
onybndy to reply - but sombody did, ¢ couple of “ecks g0 (btblnnln of ov-
caber), Besed ot Prescott, in arizone, o ver; ve li-kno n gliacr pilet, who
ned -ritten o book on, the Jubg(ct entitled aufRL\u fOR oI, .ONDb, wrote to mc
ecving thet he sented to try some long distence flijhts during, the seriod I

“ w5 intcrested in, (nd -ould I be 1ntsr(st<d in mtr—xtvmf his glide r “Tor
Sure , I would -~ ¢nd I wrote off c¢laost by return post, I heven't hed o reply
re yet, but £ll being; ell, Ichould-bc A0ing over to Americs just sbout the

¢ nd of,*a}ch or beinning of “hpril, I hope it's not too cerly, ¢nd I'm not
counting my chickens be¢fore they're hetched, but I've wlreedy sterted meking

fe pluns,

I hope to pwck up vorking somctimc in werch, first of o1l, T vent to teke
: trlo with somﬁ ‘other folk froa the lidin; club to the North of Englend on
. '"wve souring! expcdftion . This shOuld tuike o fortinight. Then, fly vis
Icel ndic virlincs to Nev 7ork. I hope to heve finishcd & new novel by thet
time, -nd I'1ll tcke it with me und try to scll it vhile I'm over there, I'1l
orobibly sacnd « dey ortwo in New Tork, then buy onc of these Greyhound 99
duy 99 dollur tlcketu «nd bourd bus strui ht for hArizonu, The weekends will be
soent chesin: fter Joseph Lincoln's blldcr but durin; the week I shoula be.
ble tn mke trips to Los ingoclcs, Sun Fencisco und other pliecs. I'1ll probebly
g6t to see the more rugued n;rts of the south- ¢st durin; the retricving scss-
iong - I unticipcte Llncoln going quite ¢ distunce (upwerds of sis hundred
«ir ailes on o single flight,) soactim s, .hen Lincoln hes finished with ay
scrvicee, f'll probebly meke 1y wuy buck to the Lest, stoyping vt verious
plices, tnd trying-to awke it for the ailford SF Conferunce end wny cons, that
2iht be on., Then -~ buck to work. vwhich'll probubly couprise o lerge chunk of
nriting - « trip cccount,

But don't sturt msking pluns to write to the UShA cambussy over herc to turn
mv visu vpplicution domwn on grounds of publishin scditious meterisl, or some-
thing:, Thin:s seca to be going too well vt the moaent to be true. I expect -
th t by the time this cppevrs in the meiling, the trip will huve fellen through.

sk KOk R

Lookingz ¢t the stencils for this issue, I think I cun sufely suy thet this
issue of DEAD 00D is pretty much of o¢n uvbortion. I did hove more stuff on
science fiction:1l subjects in the bick of my mind, but the deadline's been
creeping up, nd I decided thet if I didn't get the stencile elre.dy cut throgh
the duplicutor pretty quickly, I aight ailss the deedline vltogether. The ncw
novel hes been steudily boiling up, vnd I'a unxious to et sturted on it, I
?id heve idcws wbout wrticles on, for instincc, S.F,.HORIZONS, the ILn;lish sc.a-
oroa s, of sf. criticisa, on cuthor's inscriptions on presentetion copies of
their books, cnd v180 ¢ greot sced of muiling comxnts, Sut the trouble «ith
the letter is = I revd ‘the acilings ot o time when I don't feel like writing
coaants, ¢nd when I feel 1ike writing comnéinte, I cun't find the muiling in
que stion to refer to. So ~ no comnents this time, I'm friid, You heven't
aicsed much, in wny cese; I'm no ,ood ot weilin comux nte,

One of these deye, ou wight be getting ¢ one shot from ax, vhich T cen
sucrentee mill borc you 11 — 1it'1I be ¢ checklist—cuan—comuentery of inter-
“lene tery science “iction published b forc tbout 1214, I've ¢ feu stincils
cut c«lrecdy, but it mey be yeoers be fore I got it finished,

—————— Sce you sonn - I hope, Ge¢ orge Locke,
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((NOTE — those who arc sick of the subject of
gliding in gy fenzincs, READ ON ANYWAY: this erticlc
is not wbout gliding, cven though gliding csuscd it.))

Then I ceme into fandom, I heard compleints froa amy contemporery nsofans
thet science fiction hurdly ever got wentioned in fanzines. "Fanzines
which concentrete on materisl sbout SF sre as resrc as sutogrephed copics
of TH® OUTSIDER. They print e¢very dean thing under the sun ¢lse. Stuff -
sbout bicyclcs, Nonsc¢nse sgbout literature, getting drunk, amusic, sports
csrs snd lecturce about grammar,"

Not to mention hitch-hiking, 1life¢ st the 'sharp' ¢nd in the sruy,
card gumes end gliding; being some of my own tresnsgressions of the 'SF
only'! school of thought. '

FAPA, bcing just & small cross—gf¥ifidd-scction of funzine fense,
distributcs meterisl over just se brosd & bund of intircsts. How meny
FAPAns bclong to o club or orgenisstion ~hich forms & nuclcus for one
of theosc othcr, mundanc wetivitice? Bodics which might orgunisc¢ bicyclc
raccs, for instuncc, hitch-hiking rellics or congrcsscs on the spelling
of 'ineidcntolly'! (rcferring buck to the timc vhen I wes tickcd off by
Mul Ashworth for suctling thot vord s it soundcd - 'incidently!,)

Howr strongly is fen sctivity (publishing) rcflcetcd in thosc hobbics?
How meny fens distributc le «flets %Svcrtising the Jorldecon to cvery car




driver who offcrs them o 1i£t? Hov meny drink ditto fluid rhilst snogging
bcesuse they want to '‘prove to the N3F that thcy heven't completcly forssken
fundom for the sffcctions of some bit of crumpe t? Hov .aeny brew their oun
ditto fluid, publishing & fenrinc with the product culled FAPL BOOZE? Hot
weny publish funzines during their dreft scrvice to keep them grinning and
caccrful when the top Sergesnt threotins nith tucnty— ight days gefis in the
cells? . . & ;
R re . s,
Seriously, though — end herc comes the crunch — hom meny of us have been
comcd into cditing their club, firm, school or college magszine? (Te rry
Carr, for onc, who oncc gruccd the puges of TLNUENDO ~rith oterisl ¢ ither
ubout or from his college mbguzing;ﬁ-That is whutthis anﬁiq}é’ia about,
tes, I heve been so conned, by the gliding mowement — ind iMe wbout driven
w6 cuckoo, g % A
= P \
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The London Gliding GIub hses bcen pﬁblishing its Guzette since 1949, The
Guz€tte hew hed scveral cditors in a cerccr which hes lsstcd longer then
most funzincs, Then I joincd the club in 1959, the Guzctte vas in the hends
of the best . editor it cver hed — uike Bird. Hc wss ¢ journslist by profces—
ion, ond would heve made s wondcrful fen writcr. He editcd the megozine until
1963, Thet futeful yeer, he got moerricd, succumbing %0 & sort of crim rcuper
vhich hus slso been knoun to wim his eepthe et fens, Whe <ditorship pesscd
" to. Gordon Cemp, 8 voupg led —ho wese one oFf the Gazd tte's most frequent
contributors, Gordon pgpduccd four isstcs., Aftc? the fourth onc cems out,
Sumne r 1064, I hsd just finishcd cutting stencils for tha first DEADLOOD and
mad feeling purticulsrly benign., I wendcred up to Gordon &ne¢ Sundsy, s he
748 vstching some glide rs, ond medc with some complimentss

"Thet wes & finc iseuc. The best yet. If you cver nced sny help in prod—
ucing the ‘thing — liki typing some copy for the granter — let a know,'
Actuelly, it wee & crufty wove to get in neer the ground floor of waet-
looked like a potentiul rivel to SAILPLAME &1  GLIDING, the B.G.4's very
profcssionsl woguzine. Assistent ¢ditor in & year or tuo, A few yecars of
tcheme ing; & erofty bit of sub—cditing to gct the editor in tpoublc with
the elub comuittec; filling the resultent gup emoothly.end ¢fficicntly,,,
Lik¢, embitions, ;

Gordon said, "Certesinly. You cen bec cditor. Thet ves my lest issuc,"(4s
the cobbler said nine months ¢ftcr sn affuir in his rorkanop.)

"Ihy? It wes ¢ duaned good e¢ffort,.." vnd lots morc of thet sort or iszz,

"I'm joining the RaF." ’

"Not gnother pure young Englishmen lurcd by the romence of oversces
gt rvice in the sunsct of the British Empirc? Gorden, I'm sshumed of you,"

He grinned. Obviously, his thoughts wcrc on certoin subtle Eostern
de lights, wnd he wouldn't be persucded, " !ill you do the nagezine 7"

"Sure, It'1l bc¢ » plcasurc.". :

nd welked swsy, No nccd to wait yeors for wy dresms, el L

‘wlled neck, holf wn hour lster, "I hewe to finish my nove 1 before I
cun get stuck into it. ould October be olright us » dute tv stert work?"

M¢s, Jonderful. Grewt!" He couldn't heve cured lege, nov he nss shot.of
the job,

I vondered why he looked so rclicved, The Gszette wasn't like feinze,
“here you smegted over a duplicstor snd if the copy turncd out red, it wcent
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you'd been smeeting blood, It “e¢ printed. Printed, With ge¢nuine, non-
elastic type., By ¢ profissinnul printer. (woreover, by & rpinter ' ith s
soft spot (in his hesd) for the club who ncglccted to emnd in eny bills.)
i11 T would heve to do was don wy green cye—shicld (ihich comes in very
nsnd ~hile you'lrs gliding, snyney), type out double—spsaced copy for sll
contributione (which, =with = bit of luck, would come to we in thst form
sriytiay) , bung it off to the printer on wonday, I vould reed the proofs
the noxt Seturdey, give them bock to the pritters in short order, end
receive the printed, collated, end steplcd magazine the following week, 1
even inhe irted s distribution officer, who gladly eddressed end stemped
the envelopes, Circuletion wes five hundred. Alwmost es high es ANALOG.
Goshwow — better then sny fenzine, without thc graftl

I visuslised » nice, comfortebly gquerterly, being wery €nough to turn a
desf eur to the club membcrs who wunted monthlics or bi-wmonthlics, Well,
58 ¢ quarterly it turncd out to b¢ u demncd finc ennusll

The first disillusionuoent — if you e€zcept the rceeipt of mss, Ol the
backs of ¢nvclopes — ceme when I discovered that if I didn't went to write
the wretched thing myseclf, I wus golng to hsve to vork herd. Persusddng
club members to write things when all they went to do is fly or grumble
brecuse they cun't fly, turned out tn be pretty tough. As tough as getiing
people to write for DEADVOOD. So I thought I was doing pretty well when I
ended up with the seript for ¢ nicely rounded — i€, fat — megszine in Nove
ember, only half of which I'd written myse¢lf, This lot wus duly shot off to
the printers, ond I weited for the proofs to srrive next week or somet ime
there gbouts,

Or thereabouts,

Round about th¢ end of Junuury 1965, I hud o duy off so I went in to the
printcr to chivvy him up for thc umptcenth time. (LGC Cheirmen: 'You centt
press & fellom ~ho's doing the thing for nothing very herd',)

The printcr ssid, with ¢ huppy saile on his face, "Heve you rced the
proofs slresdy?" .

ly mouth dropped open end my lower lip got caught in my ticpin, "Huh?"

"¢ sont them up to the club o couple of duys sgo."

"I haven't been to the club yet," I exploincd. "Excellent., I'1l belt up
there right suey." : .

I belted up to the club, which wes only & couple of miles outside Dunst-
vble town, whe re the printer had his works, I awde s detour of the workshop,
by the wey. My syncdicete wes busily building the trailer for our necw glider,
and I folt thet resding thdse proofs would bc & for nobler tssk then crewling
ebout underncath s long plywood box trying to fix o Rubery-Owen torsdon ber
onto the chueseis before the frost froze it on for me. I snesked into the
officc, snd esked Ien Burgin vhere the proofs were,

Ien looked rether below psr, suddenly. I thought it must hsve been my
presence in his offic¢ which civused his sickness — and I =es right., "Jell,
we wmeren't expecting you up, so we posted them off to your home, Heven't
they been delivered yct?" The club hued wested fourpence on postsge, =nd thet
788 » major expensc, for thau.

"Oh, deur," I swid, choosing the words with cere us Isn is & preascher in
between tesching people how to fly gliders, On¢ of my partners burst into
the officc, "Come on, don't try und skive off. Help us get the roof on,"
‘hén I meneged to e€scope, cluse on midnight, I dsshcd buck to London, I.
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needn't heove hurried — they didn't turnup till next dey, etuck ith cello-
tepe on the buck of a superennusted GPO tortoise vho wes long overdue for
nis winter's hibernetion. Then I reed the proofs, I lesrned thet type is
inclestic, I hed thirty-three puges. According to the printer, I aust heve
o multiple of four., Ay addition w8 never very hot, end oy multiplicetion
fe1l fur short of thet stenderd, but I had o« nsgging suspicion thet 35
didn't comply ~ith the printer!s requircments. 80 whet coulé I do? Tite

% ¢xtre puges of peerless prose snd wult on €on for thea to be get up, or
remove one pege? S0 — mhoet enuld I renove ?

The finsl decieion cume to & choice betvcen two poems — b sonnet ¢xtoll-
ins the besuties of gliding by « club aember who wes slweye writing sonnets
¢xtolling the b of g, or & wore dorn-to—€urth piece deseribing the dengere
nf getting nevr nusly big clouds, I felt the club ¢ abers hed hed o surfeit
of the poetry »f flight, und es I'd written the other piece myself — in it
ctuyed,

The¢ m(gszine sppeared wbout o aonth luter, whereupon I received meny
congrutulutory comac ntsi

Uhe Ghe irments Report for 1963 is » little lute, don't you think?"

"thy didn't you drop the wdvert for the Chrietms Perty. I see, it's
for next Christmes. Well, thut's your story gnd you're sticking to 11,8

Uy does the report of flying wctivities for 1964 stop in October?!

Not to mention w1l the other little expression of grutitude for e job
ne 11 dnne shich didn't reech my ewrs, thenk Ghod,

ok ok kK Kk

By this time, I wes well on the weay with the second issuc. It turned
sut tn be pretty feir menuscript, ond I wee very plessed with whet 1'ad
moneged to screw out of the g€ mbe rahip, I plenned to have it out just befoee
the Internstionuls -~ the World Gliding Chuapionships in €wrly Jun< - snd
the r. fore gove the printer - dewdline of april %0th, I «lso thought I wes
tuking cere of ¢ very contingency when I doted it Jenusry = July 1965, I
sctuslly got hulf of the proofs in July. The megezine finelly cerged from
its coccoon in Septeaber.

I cnuld gn on with this story, es it n.sn't finishec yet, but I'1l lewve
it there for the time being, By the tim the next DEADWOOD is due, I'm sure
t re'1l be further fescincting things to t.1k wbout, for, you se¢, the
Committee decided thst Gozettes six months 1:te vwe not on, end thet, in
future , issues would be D x U * P * L * I*C*xAx*xTx*xE*D ., I'nsure
you'd rether reed cbout s second delly with mundene cmeteur publishing,
vhich occured :bout June 1965, It wue vleo to do with gliding, «nd wes just
.5 hustly, even though the torture only lested o weel, I m¢ ntioned ewrlier
or1 . bout the ¥orld Gliding Chempivnshipe being held in this country. Well,

" they were held ot RAF South Cerney, neor Circncester in Glouceetershire, It
.8 the lurgest Ch:mpioneghips so fur held - over nincty sliderse from «bout
third that number of countrics, There were two clesses, The Stenderd Cless

compe tition limite the purticipinte to & 15-metre wingspen, wnd bens the

use of certein trimaings, such usS re trscteble undercorrivges end flepss I

+he Open Oless, you cen fly wny exotic, enginelees aircruft you like - und

some of those ot South Cerney merc reclly exotic,

k3
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Among the countrics compcting werc Ncw Zialend, Austrelis, South Africs,
Rhodedia, Argentins (who hed hcld the previous comps,), USA, Censds, Indis,
USSR und most of the¢ Europcen countrics, including Icelend snd the Scundi-
nuvien uestes, The official eclovns were the Irish teem, ve you might expect.
Thc best pilot in their team is ectuslly & serving officer in the Royul

Alir Foree, snd if you think thut hes no significsnce, then you'wve ncver
heard o' the troubles,

South Cerncy beceme the nucleus of the gliding world for threc weeks in
sy ond June, sort of like s Worldecon, but longer, Thc first wcek wes @
proctice weck, in which visiting tesms could glide around und get & good
shufty et the countryside. The last two were devoted to the compectition
proper, Ex-LGO Gszette editor .ike Bird wss givcn the job of editing the
deily newsletter which would be distributed to compctitors and helpers durig
the Comps, Sume sort of thing us the convention ncuslctters vhich sre wlweys
telkcd gbout but, vhen it ceme to the crunch, never got onto stencil, even.
Since :ikc's sheckles — amerricge und job - only sllowed him to be there for
onc weck, othcr people werc teslked into doing the job for ‘the other fort-
night, Gucss who? .ikc hsndled the thing for the prectice weck, Gordon Camp
and I took over for thc firet conteot week, und Roger Berrctt, enother LGC
member, for the last weck, : '

During. the weeckends, the vhole contingent turncd up,

I hed to work the suturdey morning before the baginning of my stint, so
I didn't go etruight to South Cerncy., Instcsd, I drove dovn to Bridgewster
end had & funnish ¢vening with Tony und Simone Welsh end Archit¢ .ercer. The
main topic of conve révtion ivea thet of convintions — the futurc BSFA cons &
Grcut Yermouth in 1966 snd, prok bly, Bristol in 1967. archic wnd the elshcs,
“ho heve now moved to Bristol, will b¢ rumnning the letter (if it gets the
bid) under the nume 'Sixty-Scvern Con'. I felt then thet I'd heve to wstch
my 8tcp to svold getting roped in on thet onc. Now, I feel that I'll huve bo
help them st least o little, if only to muke¢ up for the poor show I mede of
the wuction meterisl collecting ot the orldcon. Je slso knocked back & fuir
quentity of Tony's home —nsde wine,

Terly Sundey morning (wbout 1l-ishl), I smbled off to South Cerney, wnd
srrived to find s few gliders soar . ng in a desultory menner to the canned
smusic coming from the broedcssting swystem, The weuther was too poor for e
tesk thet dey. I loccted the newsletter office osnd found it in the throes
of producing on issue. To bc sbeolutcly eccurste, therc ncre typewriters
~1th nothing to type, a ncw electric Geetetner with nothin. to duplicste,
the other three co-cditors with no news to e¢dit und some typists—cum—-dupl-
iceting experts mouning softly becuusc '"They aluweys stert giving us work to
¢o in the middle of the night'. Unlike thc aversge fonzine, everything wus
ORGANISED. All the c¢ditor hcd to do was compose copy :nd correct other
pcople's copy. 411 the other jobs were furmed out, including colluting, for
which job we were ¢ble to rope in ¢ good dozen spere hends. They were needed,
end somc - we produeced from 800 to 1200 copics of un issuc,

But when I srrived, things werc ruther chuotic, I flosted round for an
hour wondering what the hell wus going on, dccided I wes just in the way,
snd skived off to haove & look et ¢ll the nice gliders, Letcr in the €vening,
while I still didn't know whether my backside hed bcen punched, bored or
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counte r-sunk, Bird & Borrett went off home to return to their rospoetiwe
nfficcs on uonday, end Gordon end I were left wondering vwhat to do sbout
the still unborn CHAUPIONSHIPS JOURNAL, which -es duc out st 9,00 am on
.ondey morning.,

"¢ decided who should ultimetecly tecke the cen back in csse of wny
upscts - mc - wnd got dovn to it. "Which issuc¢ is this onc," I asked,
picking up ¢ half-cut stencil, Get.dowm to busics from the start, "The -
lust one's don't eppcur to be numbered," - !

"Bird didn't went them numbered,"

fihtts deft."

"1 ogree.t

"So w¢!'1l number them from nol on. Which one +ill this be?!

Gordon cogitsted some. He'd been in the RAF long enough to_a .aire un
cxprcssion of slmoys being deep in top-level thinking even when sll he wes
thinking of wes some bird. "Number 4, I think,"

"Then it's not deily, ofter wll, That's somcthing. I wes dresding
genuine deily,"

"3ird only published ecvery 2 or 3 dsys, ;Jcsther was so bed very little
huppe ned, " _

""¢'d better meke & plen." I hed & good long look st the weether, "So
fer, the westher's been clsmpers., EKnouing English siecther, there weren't be
«1l thut meny contest doys., So — we'll publish sn isesuc for 9 o'clock foll-
owing cvery compctition day, and if there .isn't & contcst on ¢ given day,
we'1l give oursclves o rest,"

* K ok %k Kk ok

I won't dwell on the issue Gordon end I finished off for Bird snd
Burrett. I'1ll simply suy thet it wes produced, on time, et $.00 =m on
.Iondoy morning. iondey wes . wet snd miscreble day, typicul of the English
summer, so & unenimous decision wus wmade not to produce st issue on Tue sday
morning. /¢ spent the time sosking up the otmosphcre end moisture of South
Cerney, cnd wrote one or two items for the next issue, which ve thought
should come out on Jednecsduy,

Tucsdsy dawned olmost es murky as .ondsy, but the orgunisers set & tusk.
Jhile the compctitors strugglid to stsy sloft inm the feeble souring condit-
ions which ¢ventuslly metericlised, we worked out s formet for the next
issuc, vhich consisted lurgcly of & bold numbcr 5 — snd to hell with Bird,
»C decided to devote the title pege to a stetement of the tesk end heead—
lining the -imncrs. The next two psges, fecing ¢sch other, mould have the
com plete results,..

"Gordon, when cen wc get them by 7"
""¢111 hyve to esk them in the BGA office. They've vgreed to type the
tvo stenells for gs es soon us they hove the results,"

L T O I I

"hen cun we heve the results by?" me usked thew et the BGA office, us
soon £8 it becam¢ spperunt that thord wes going to bc o competition that
duy., "Ten o'clock tonight?"

The BGA office leughed, nastily, "I should huve thea reudy duplicuted

v
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DAY 2: WEDNESDAY 2nd JUNE

TRIANGLE RACE (BOTH CLASSES): SOUTH CERNEY ~- CARADOC Farm ~-
LONG MARSTON sheds ~- SOUTH CERNEY 171 Km,

WINNERS: OPEUN: R.Xuntz, West Germeny, SHK.

STANDARD: M?L.Ritzi, Switzerland, Standard Elfe.

LONG
MARSTON
Sheds.

S0UTH
CERNEY




fnd June, 1948,

5 —~wD —; A ricge of high pressure
V200 HRS ~ j.LJr\\E l@(y‘: covered the British Isles;

~—-{ winds were much lighter
. L’ \t><~17 then yesterday and came
: ~ from a NE to NNE'ly
"\ direction.
Low stratus during the
4 . morning burnt off by 1100
\O* - : .| to give a really sunny

afternoon with tenperae
tures reaching 189C(640F)

The forecast was that there
would be moderate thermals,
traces of shallow cumulus
in southern parts of the
route and e little more
cloud and smoke haze around
the second turning point.

' Things seen to have gone
very nuch as forecast; the
tops of thermals appeared
to be limited to about
4,300 feet, but the smoke
haze near the second turning
point was quite thick.

Be H.

HAVE THERMAL - WILL GAGGLE

FLYING KOTES - DAY 2

In our last issue we reported the activities of certain gentlemen who
claimed to have seen the sun at South Cerney. Writing this on 2nd June, we
now have to report that certain - the same? - people cluimed to see clouds.
More specifically, cwauli. On vhat wes a typically alitost cloudless anti-
cyclonic day, we imagine that any of these curiously rare phenomena which
+urned up anywhere near the line of the task became the focus of large ply-
wood clouds.

This time, it was the turn of the Standard Class to be launcaed first.
The first teke-off was at 13%.20, after the usuzcl preliminary excursiore of the
Capstan and the Dart, The success of these thermalesniffing flights, using
radio, pesns, khex will arabebly, be ysed {1, fuguze Yakicnal Chenpionihinea, i)
half of them had set off before aerotowing the Open Class. This turned out
well for the Open Class, as the people who set off garly had weaker conditions
to contend with than the later starters. In faet, the first pilot across
the finishing line was an Open Class machine, the SHK of Rolf Kuntz.

l



Wally Scott crossed the line at 13.37, and ceme to the conclusion that
he'd heve clipped perhaps half an hour off his time if he'd started half an
hour later. Dick Schreder, who had done this, nearly caught up with him.Wally
found conditions very difficult crossing the Severn valley on the first leg,
and confirmed the met. forecast of extensive industrizl haze on the second
leg. He thcught it was an excellent task.

Markus Ritzi (74), winner of the Standard Class, felt that the first two
legs were not much of a race because everyone 'gaggled! along together at the
same rate. However, on the final leg the .liders did tend to 'go it alone!'.

The finishing line was a scene of great excitement as people storped
toasting their torsos in front of the control tower and started looking for
incoming gliders. The first arrival came in a rather sedate fashion, but
subsequent machines came in low and fast - at one stage thick and fest. Some
pilots completed their run with a gentle climb into a normsl circuit, whilst
others whipped their machines into steeper clinbing turns. The two open-class
Fokas - Makula and Wroblewski - arrived virtually nose to tail, demonstrating
the now-famous Polish technicue of flying in pairs. At the other end of the
scale, an Edelweiss cruised at tree-top height end min. sink along the A419
before hopping the boundary and neking & downwind landing, just across the line.

Of interest is that the mean of the Open Class speeds was 11% faster
then the average Standard speed. We are told by Godfrey Lee that for thermal
strengths of 3 knots 18 metre ships should theoretically be about 30% faster
than the ecuivalent 15 metre variety. No doubt the large proportion of 15 m.
sailplenes in the Cpen Class accounts for this disparity, or perhaps the
theory is just plain - theory.

* % %
TR Y < NOWE T KFYCZN?® UDOSKON/i=
of /A N ,.—\\ NEW TACTICAL DEVEILOPMENT.

(From the Confidential
Polish Gliding Handbook. )

(poufne z Polski szybowcowych
przepisow) )

— — ——— —— —— — — —

(it least one of them must have
a helicopter pilets' licence.)

(co najmniej jeden z nich musi
niec licencje na latanie na
helikopterach)

J. Bojanowski.



THS LOR. AND L.GTHD OF TH: GONES

FEHHeHH I H N KN F K HH KK NHHIHHH IR

(see issue No. 6)

In response to many requests as to what a GOXE is, we are
happy to report the resulis of our research into this curious
by-way of gliding lore and legend. 'Pirat' Gehriger has told
us that as one glides northward in the British Isles, the
sunsnine dscreases. In the far north is a land of standing
waves called Scotland, where the tribes, known as 'Clans', live
in specially constructed buildings. They only venture out
into the open air we=ring special clothes made of 2 very thick
woollen cloth cazlled’ 'Plaid' to protect themselves from the
weather. This is of a2 special kind largely comprised of 'Scotch
Mist', with which the ground camouflages itself from attacks
by Sassenach sailplanes. They also protect themselves with a
special potion, known simply as *'Scotch', using a form of medication
known as 'getting plastered’'.

Bach Tribe, or Clan, has developed its own spec¢ial Plaid,
or Tartan, which serves to distinguish it from others: this is
necessary because they are in a state of almost continuous war-
fare. The tartan of the Gonk tribe is impregnated with a special
formulation of Scotch, and is rubbed dowvn to a finish of exceed-
ing smoothness.

The Gonks are world-renowned exponents of mechanically
unassisted gliding. It is rescorded that their first experiment
was made in the fM®teenth century, when an unidentified Gonk
detached himself from a precipice on Ben Nevis, and made a flight,
unaided by any ‘mechanical contrivance, of 1800°'. Unfortunately,
this was in an exactly vertical direction downwards, and since he
failed to round out correctly, he died. Later experiments esta-
blished that if a Gonk held his traditional costume, the Kilt, in
a special manner, he could achieve a glide angle of exactly 1 in

.007. This meant that for a descent of 1,000', he would cover
a horizontal distance of 7', assuming no-wind conditions.
Round-outs continued to give a certain amount of difficulty, but
this was partially overcome by the technique of landing down a
slope with avproximatesly the same angle of descent as the Gonk's . -
glide angle - i.e. almost vertical - and using the frictional
forces between the buttocks and the normal Scottish substrate
" (heather) to slow him down. Landings were attempted using the
money-purse, known as the Sporran, as a braking mechanism, but
these beecame rare after they realised they lost all their money
every time they hit a bump!l.

The most promising techniecal breakthrough to date is the
launching method. Natur=lly, they disliked climbing up mountains
from which to start their glide. They therefore made use of a
remarkable physical phenomenon unique to the country of Scotch
Mists - a musical instrument called the Bagpipes whieh hes also
been used as a mesns to vorture captives from the south of the
British 1sles. When he wishes to be launched, the Gonk plays this

v



instrument at top volume, vroducing a sound which exerts a strong
repellant pressure against the ground and which has been known

to cause earthquakes in places as far off as Chile. The Bagpipes,
attached to the Gonk, rises to a height of 2,000' at which point
the Gonk releases himself from the instrument, and proceeds to
glide back to earth at the normal rate.

The minimum sinking speed of the Gonk in flight is approx-
imately 150' per second, and as a result most vertical air move-
ments are too weak to keep him airborne for any length of time.
However, the Chieftain of the Clair - the McGonk of Gonks -
obtained his 'C' certificate with a remarkable flight., He used
the Gonks' OSTIV entry, a 15 Decimetre, laminar-flow Kilt with =
non-retractible Sporran. He was launched from the turrets of
Hdinburgh Castle, which is built on top of an extinct volcano,
by the normal Bagpipes method.

Just as a winch launch may trigger off a thermal, so the
Bagpipes of the McGonk triggered off a volcanic eruption. The
McGonk released over the centre of the crater, found strong 1ift
of more than 150' per second, and soared to a height of 21,000' in
the course of a flight lasting 23 minutes. He landed slightly
charred but cheerful down iast Buttress, a moment before it sunk
beneath the waves of ths Firth of Forth.

A particularly fine offigy of the McGonk of Gonks, complete
with his launching equipment, has, in menory of this flight, been
nade svailable by Messrs. R.S. Crouch, Ltd., of 11-15 West Market
Place, Cirencester, It is being offered as a prize to the
competitor scoring the least number of points in the. World Gliding
Championships, and may be inspected, together with a large number

" of other interesting trophies, by any competitors.

J. Bojanowski, "Cam we allow that?"

~ S ¢
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The tenth O3TIV Congress opened at 10.30 on June 4th, in the
cinema at R4F South Cerney. Addresses were given by Prof. A.D.
Baxter, Vice-Chairman of the Royal Aeronautical Society; Philip
Wills, Chairman of the BGa; Wr. J. Pady. Chairman of the Cirencester
UDC; and Mr. d= Lange, President of O3TIV,

Prof. Baxter thought that, on the eve of the 100th Birthday
of the Royal Aeronautical Society, it was interesting that gliding,
lying as it did at one extreme of the spectrum of aeronautical
activity, had changed from bands of enthusiasts to an organisation
like OSTIV whose scope extended beyond the. specialised needs of its
field.

Mr. Wills remarked on the pleasant setting for the Congress, and
admitted that one of the minmor points which led to South Cerney's
selection as the venue of the Championships was the very charming
ASTRA Cinema.

" Mr. Pady remenbered his first solo during World War I, in a
Freneh Caudron; lateral control was achieved by warping the
trailing edge of the wings - potential entries for the next OSTIV
Trophy please note! He told us that we '"had our hezds in the
clouds; where they should be"; said a few words about historical
Cirencester, and invited us to the Corinium Museum for a visg at
18,30 next Thursday evening.

Mr. de Lange gave an account of the hisztory of OSTIV from the
day of its birth - July 28th, 1948 at Samaden - to the present.
He then gave a heartfelt tribute to th: late Dr. Wolfgang Klemperer,
and the meeting observed a moment of silence to commemorate the
'giant who is no longer with us'.

He then made the following accouncement:

"The members of the Jury appointed ®y the Board of

. OSTIV to judge the 1965 contest for the OSTIV
Trophy recommend that it should be awarded to Mr,
F.N., Slingsby, Mr. J.C. Reussner and Mr. W. Slater,
the designers of the 15 metre Dart.

The Jury considers that special commendation should
be made to Mr. W. Okarmus, the designer of the Foka 4.

Ilbert de Boer

Juilian Bojanowski

Paul Schweizer

Hans Zacher

Lorné Weleh (Chairman)®

This was, indeed, great news for British gliding!
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Fred Slingsby very kindly =llowed me to fly the demonstration
Dart 15 yesterday afternoon. Being 2 Ka 6 owner with about a
hundred hours total gliding, I was very interested to compare the
two machines from the point of view of a pilot who has had relatively
little experience. I thought it was a splendid aircraft to fly.
It didn't appear to be quite as light on the controls as the Ka 6,
and the rate of roll seemed to be slightly slower, but on the other
hand it felt steadier in the turn - more stable laterally - and was
as easy to thermal. By the time I found my second thermal, I was
feeling quite at home in the machine, which was extremely comfortable.
Unfortunately, I had to give up the second thermal after a couple of
turns because of a gentleman's agreement among the list of potential
Dart pilots that day to stey up for no more than half an hour. So
I tried it out at speeds up to 80 knots, and zot the impression that
it was very much better than the ¥a 6 flown in & similar fashion, I
felt much more at home in it at these speeds than in the Ka 6, and
what was more, it felt more at home as well!

The OSTIV Plaque 1965 was awarded_to C.%., Wallington "for the
most noteworthy scientific advancement to soaring flight in the past
years", making a memorable day even more memorsble!

OSTIV Diplomas were given to Mrs. M.L. Schwarzkopf and Mr. %.R.
Lichtenstein (irgentina), Dr. Ing, F.X. Wortmann (Germany) and Mr. P.
Weishaupt (Denmark), after which the meeting adjourned for refresh-
ments.

G.L.

RaLLY OF VINTAG S GLIDZRS

The year 1966 is the Centenary of the formation of the Royal
Aeronautical Society. To mark this event the Reading Braneh of
the Royal Aeronautical Society, in association with the Lasham
Gliding Centre, will be holding & rally at Lasham on 27th and 28th
August 1966.  The aim is to have as wide a selection of gliders
attending the rally as possible, the emphasis being placed on pre=
1950 machines. When they become available detrils will be sent
to interested individuals, inyone interested should contact
R.C. Barnett at:-

22: Ray Park Avenue Gis Bristol Gliding Cludb
Maidenhead, Berks. Nympsfield, Glos.
Tel: Maidenhead 23253 Tel: Uley 342
°
FILMS

Sunday June 6th st 8.1%5 pm = Aircraft Recovery Expedition in Ieeland

Monday June Tth at 8.15 pm - Whispering Wings ®y the South Afriean
team.

Both films will be shown in the station cinema,
o




Dear Sirs,

We were horrified to read in this morning's Journal, no, T,
a fallacious report on the origin of the Gonk. As it is a native
of our homelamd, we feel we must tell the true story of its
beginning and ite association with gliding.

The Gonk is a.near relative of the Haggis which, as everybody
knows, is a rabbit-like creature whose left-hand legs (999) are
shorter than the right hand ones. This causes the Haggis to run
round mountains in an anti-clockwise direction in order to stay
upright.

The Gonk is a winged, feathered variety of the Haggis and is
similar in that its right wing is one and a half times the size of
its left wing. Due to resulting 1lift differential the Gonk must
always fly in a eircle. The scottish gliding fraternity, therefore,
adopted the Gonk as its emblem as it was the first animal, human or
otherwise, to gain height by thermalling anti-clockwise.

George McCracken
Gordan Buchan
TUG SQUADRON

* * *

Editorial Comment: The above signatories have been volunteered
te emulate the Gonk by flying the Dart 15/17 with only one tip
atfached,

4 inoraks, made by Air Tour Wear, are missing from the map
stand in the Trade Fair. They were -taken on the night of June Jnd.
They are navy Blue with full red silk quilted linings, and four
pockets ~ two breast, two side,

Thay are thought to have been removed by glldlng people.
Please would the people conoesrned either pay for them or return
them to Information: one has already been returned,

vl



frv you st & querter peet eight tomorrow morning.,"

Chriot! .

"But we heve to distribute thea st nine for Briefing,”

rGA smiled, "¥ell, we cen't compile the official results until ell the
pilots are back from their retrieves with their reports, which mEBNG, .. "

Yeoh, I knew. I'd been in the gliding movement lony enough to know.
"Ohe middle of the night." I ruminstod. "That'll give us three quertera of
an hour to collete sll the sheets together. All 600 copies., 4ll to be
stuck inside the specisll printed cover. All to be stupled,..Hey, what
about staplers? They've all becn pinched. We'!ll have to get some bought
in Cirencester, Out of BGAL funds, of course...,Yesh, I rockon if we had
¢ nough collators — helf o dozen or 80...12 puges in the meguzine oy

Penic stutions]
k Kk % * X %k

wednesdsy dawncd quite fine - end full of promise for & contest day .
Oh, English westher, whst wers you doing to us? This acent & second
journsl only 24 hours sfter the first...

Before we Xknew where we were, however, me found ve hed & sort of
routine orgsnised. iorning sterted with a rude swekening at 07.00. After
& guy, RaF-style breakfsst of cold gressy fricd ¢ggs on cold fatty fried
bread medc ugly by cool bsked beuns (gll of ~hich lookcd highly constip-
uting) end tomstocs which hd dissolved in their own weter, we mosied over
to the ncslctter officc. The msgezine hed oll been run off the night
before, with the exception of the results sheets, These were duly rcceived
from the BGL nffice, wnd vhile the colluting tewm (& well bruinweshed
bunch of people who'd look n¢ll in fundom) ussembled the meguzine, we went
nff to Bricfing to hear ull cbout the duvy's tusk.

7 spent the rest of th¢ morning picking up snippets of news snd ancc-—
dotcs, und orgunising bits of trensletion end the like. Announceme nts of
purties ctc were oftcn printed in French and Geraun, e ull felt e bit sorry
for thc Russisns (who were ulweys bending thcir sireruft), so we thought
it would be nice to print e bit in Russictn specislly for them, Ron “etson,
.nothcr LGC meuber, cut the Russiun script onto stencil very aicely. e
s1ls0 hed o certoon tsking th¢ mickey out of the Poles, who usuully flew in
peirs, so we got omc Lefty Xurylowicz to write the csption in Polishs He
mgs drunk et the time, but did sn sccurste job, «¢ slso printed s brief
cnnouncement sbout @ booby prize, o GOIK to be offcred to the competitor
who scored the leust number of pointe, Ron eteon wrote wn eccount of the 4
history of the GONK, & funciful mickey-tuke of the Scots. However, it hed
no connection with gliding, so, «fter un ¢ditorisl conference, it was dec-
ided thet I'd include some gliding refercnces. The rcsulting fentesy went
dovn quite well, proving there isn't much diffcrence between funs snd glidig
¢nthusissts, ' .

The dey wesn't too bad, rcslly. e even meneged to get our feet off the

ground, Gordon got himself okuyed for pussenger currying, end did s bit

of ferrying of vistors round the sirfield circuit, vhilet I hed & joyride
in ¢ tvwo—pew om Jodnasduy. '€ watched the competitors teke off, wutched
them return st the end of the tusk, snd only reclly got crecking on the
mugazine in the e€vening - to the usual moons from our secretarics. We
prodeued threce issuecs on thrce consecutive days. Fridey morning, hovcver,

%



ufter the third hed been published, we felt o bit whiucked. 'het would Friduy's
task b6? It looked &3 though it would be o good day,

t turned out to be Free Distunce - everybody hud to try snd fly wa far
v8 they could. Tonderfull Everybody would g0 o long wvay. They wouldn't be
buck in time for wny officisl results to be reedy on Ssturdey. .e'd have &
rest duy end publish the next one on Sunday.

I enjoyed the rest of Friday very much. In the @morning, Gordon end I
cttended the opening of the OSTIV Congress. OSTIV in 'Orgenisstion Scienti-
fioue et Technologique Internstionsl de Vol s Viole' und publishes g lot
of technical metter on gliding., They sleo hold s competition for the best
Stenderd Cless sailplene developed since the last Inte rnetionale, An English
Aechine, the DART, won the prize. The previous day, I'd obtained permission
from the designer to huve & flight in u Dert wvhich was being used for dem—
onstertion purposes, wnd Fridiy ofternoon cume ay chunce., The desl ‘waes that
I would report on the DART for the Newsletter, und this I duly did. But I
didn't give the whole story., Herewith, then, dcutils of the only time I
heve ever appeared on Television,

3€lgium Television, thut is,

I was fourth on the list of pcople to fly the Dert thst day, snc there
verc several others sfter me. A8 s result, we ceame to sgentlcmen's sgreement
to stey up for helf an hour euch. iy three predeccssors — g Dutchman, g
Cenedisn end on Englishmen living in Suitzerland who hud bought the muchine -
¢1l steyed u» for 30 minutes, so I hud no excuse not to come dovn &t the
¢nd of my helf-hour, Grrrr!

I had just closed my cenopy for the tekcoff when somecbody segid: "You're
on TV." Surc enough, from out of the cockpit of the tug eircraft stuck some
cvdl-looking bleack cumcrss, I mede = resolve to fly nicely, ond not move
my rudder tovo coursely or too frequently, I wes towed up under s dirty black
cloud, felt thet I wos in some rising sir, releused st 1800 fcet and forgot
wbout the tug. I sterted circling, in compsny with o two-segter ¥~ +ith R.F
roundels on it, snd climbed slowly, trying to sort out how to fly this strage
new michine properly. It wlwsys tukes o few minutes to settle down in an
uircrsft of s new type, and I found the Dirt no exception. The fact thet
you're trying to goin height in « nsrrow, rough old thcrmsl doesn't help
mutters, cither, Every now e¢nd aguin, I tried to find the wirficld on the
ground, But visihility yss rottcn, 411 I could sce was tuo lskes, which waus
not much help since South Cerncy wus & strunge site for me., Howcver, us
long o8 I wes going up, and not going down, I didn't worry too much, After
21, the tug wouldn't heve dropped me too fur from the airfield, I knew wvhich
dircction I hod been towed, end the Ka 7, with two pilots sbosrd, presumably
ke where he wes ~ gnd wesn't worried, otherwise he'd heve hered off long

ag. bnyhot, one gets used to being lost in e glider,
Then I svw thet the tug hadn't descrted me.No, the nesty little Auster
w6 buzzing round m¢ in o circle, I remembered. It hed telcvision Cuacrgs
sboard, The photographer wesn't s.tisficd - ith teking pictures of mg front
¢nd dongling on & long tow—rope from his resr cnd. He wanted to see the
slider soering - end the stupid twit waos obviously trying to take G oL
closc-ups to thrill the viewcrs, If I'd hed any sense, I héve streigh.. €d
up ¢nd gone hering off out his way. Hc'd huve & tough job keeping up with
“ Dert, vhich is & pretty feast ship &8 glider go., But no, why should I? I
o



.8 I Here to soer — (nd soor I wes going to. The rules nf the eir stote thet
gliders hove right of wey ofer powered .ircr.ft, end I ves deterained to
keep cireling. I wes in ¢ nice bit of lift, I'd zot the Dert's controls
gorted out, vnd 'keep out of the wey, you sod,! I told him, He ke pt out

. T the wey like hell! Insteud, he cewe closer «nd closer., The Cemeraan
2mobubly hed ¢ tiperecorder, He wus probebly giving with the poetic coma—
¢at ry, something like: "And here e hove o true bird of the skies, soering
With grece ful €wse wmong the clouds,..”

Christ! “hit's he doing now? He's heuding ctreight ot me. Je're going
to enllide. God, the poor bloke who's bought this perticular mechine ., God,
the poor bloke vhols flying it, Demn the rules of the zir snd all thet jezz -
I res going to get out of the ey, but sharp!

I etuffed the nnse down end dived out of his way. 48 I shot under him,
I sum the nylon tow-line flupping in his slipstresm, I hoped it vouldn't
ait we, Jylon et 80 or 90 knots c.n mulke quite &« dent, €speciclly the metel
rings on the ¢nd,

I think he got the messrge, or else =on out of fila, I dicn't se¢ him
guin, I found the wirfield, spent the rest of my time he ppily stonging
bout - «nd didn't feel in the lecst like linding, It wes o deamed zood

duy, the best diy of the comps - end the furthesf dist.nce sconred woe wore

then 200 miles., Not bud, for Englond.
* %k Ok Ok K ¥

Sorry folks, I got sidetricked, I sort of figured I would, sooner or
Loter, There's not auch more to write cbout the m. gezine, anyvey, €Xxcept
« brief explinction of the following fe - poges., I thought it vould be
rother nice, «fter spending so long twittering bout mundene fince, if
I could show you some exicaples, Sn, I hilf-inched some of the old stcncile
frow the CHAMPIONSHIPS JOURNAL, :nd picked out eight to put together vs &
scaple issue of the OJ, I didn't teke theu 1l from the seme issue , though
the report of « dey's tusk refers to the hewdlines on the F.rst pege. If
you.can follow it ot ¢1l, you'll be doing well, I think it'll prove th.t
5liding ie vs ingroupish ws fundom, I fect, gliding is onothe r fendom,
They h. ve their feuds, their conventions (coApetitiongy anc their own
voc: bul: ry,

RONNLE +MD THE OHALK.
'R

BLACKBOARD BUNGLE.

£ couple of meilings g, Ron Bennettt wsted t3o of his Qrecious eipht
Jb €8 on cresting vn lmwie for me, A noble “ork — one “nich I cun let so
dth expressing: my woiorecivtion. Jne hich I amust repay — in kind,

Unfortunctely, Ronnie's funnish immege is vlreudy e€ll-estublished, so
I .ust content myself with « brief %linpse «t nis mundene wclivities,
Ronnie is, of course, ¢ schonl tewcher. He is wlso wn Ln;lish school tescher,




hich differs froa the 4 iericen species, The lae ¢ I heve of Americen schools
is of school children so closely cre —cut they lonk ss thou h they're bald,
They mesr T-shirts, cerry flick knives in their hip pockets, use cut-throst
rozors (but not to shave with) end cut notches in the tips of . the sluge of
their sir pistols, The tescher hes to heve diploass in judo, karaste, hove
reflexes as guick &s Ron Fllik's must heve been when he wes in the awsrines,
€:r chestity belts, «nd be skilled st writin; on bleckbosrds without turnip
his bszck on the cluss, At least, cccording tv the movies I've seen,

In other words, there wre often discilpinery =sroblems of gn unplesssnt
nsture, i

In En-lish schools, _enerslly, life is » lot wore civilised, Teke Ronnie,
“for instence, He tskes clesses for boys ho heven't jroom lerge enoush to
duff him up if he _ets too strodpy with thea, If they'rc feelin., very bold,
the kiddies might titter behind his back (vwhich is ulways turned to the cluss;
it's 80 safe.) wnd 2eybe leunch o Jwpér dert (vwith & blunt point, of course,
in the directinn nf the unsuspecting 'yood boy' in the front row, The t¢echers!
re telistion to such indisciplines veries, They ¢ll have thelr Tfevourite
tethods of combsting hooligenism, Somc give the offendin; child & hundred
lines to write, ovn the order of 'I must not throw puper derts ot Jimaie',
Others ulso meke him stund in the corper of the room for & lon, oeriod. Al-
tnoush it keeps the little horror guiet, the technique hus its dengers, like
wtheén nne deligzhtfully hyge inic dirling 'plesse—cun-I-lcove—the~roomn-ted where
he stood, Ceccwiionully, & good belt round the ewor proves effective, but as it
involves vslking through the cless to rewsch the offender (inverisbly sittin
tt the bsck with the other bad boys) Ronnic lon,; &,0 decided that the e¢xcer-
cise a5 too much for him, He hes become, in fect, sn cusonent of the chulk—
throwing methnd of keeping discipline,

It's rether like sacll-bore rifle shooting, lthough isatt so letll. Cholk
is, of course, tht priae re - uisite, end ¢ plentiful suppl, ot thet, The tech-
nigue is uite eimple - the teocher, when he percicves o trens, ression from
nne of his cless, throws the chielk he is writin: ith ¢t the child. sccurete
morkaenship is essenticl Tor preservin: the imege of & cowpetunt teccher,
Ronnie wouldn't retedn respect very lon, if he kept missing his ter;et ull
the time, Short pieces of chuelk sre .wore effective then longer picces, which
ere ruther un ieldy, less sccurste. in £lijht, wund wre aore ewsily dnd;ed,
Romnie found it w» ~ise precoution to bresk the chelk in two be fore throwing,
¢1C retuin the vther holf, He hes found it very undignified to heve to Tet-
rieve the chuelk froa the inkwell the child hes probably dropped it into in t
order to go on writing on the board, Still, tuvking the opportunity to deliver

sood clout wll round = kes up for this iomentury lupse,

Ronnie hes mwde o fotish of wccurwvey, If he cen't ¢t the chulk ~ithin wn
inch of ¢ ziven point ot the buck of the clessroom, he joes wlon: to the doctor
for o wmedicel check-up to see if he's pust it. Different nerts of tae child
fora tirgets for diffe rent purpnsee, & piece of chelk into the wmouth of the
sleeping child is very e¢ffective., The one vho's ot & cold enc is «lweys snifif-
ling is Irequently silenced by o well-directed shot, usuclly « re¢bound off the
top of the desk, into the nostril, The one pho doesn't listen ete the chelk
into his cur., Ronnie 1is =wuiting Tor the duy when o plece _oes out the other
eide without touchin; snything on the wey, Tae oned tho won't keep still
vre usuclly silence by the boerdrubber, wot the ch.lk, to the point of the jew,
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Jnce Ronnie got acrried end u buby wes udded to the fuwily, he found money
getting & bit tizht, so he took ¢ nuaber of .fter-aours tewching jobs. One of
these wes ut u nearby Sorstol wccodely. The course o boy hus to tuke to | win
¢dmittunce to Sorst.l is very strinjent, It noraclly recuires the use of vio-
lence end other wntisocivl wetivities over o sustuined period, As o recsult,
iomnie suraised thet there nijht bg one or tuo disciplinery difficulties in-
volved in teeching, the inmetes Eng;lish vhich didn't reoquire supple ae nting with
four letter words, He decided to sra hiaself we 1],

He sterted off b drewing froa stores u box of chelks of ¢ very spccisl
kind, .. recomaznded them personslly, "Besutiful jobs, Ronnic," he se:id.,
"Four wnd ¢ helf inches long;, celibre 9mm wt one end wnd 1%2am st the other,
I cen let you hive ¢ithcr « box of ~hites, ¢ box of yellow, or ¢ mixed box.
I reeonaend the mixed colours, vs the boy won't know vhich colour is coming
end my find it difficult to spot v einst the noraully sombre bsck-round,”

- Thet evening, Roncld .i. Bennett sellicd forth to instill ¢ducetion into
che ainds und chelk into the mouths of the students ot Borstel,

How did he fure? How did h¢ survive the ordceol? Let Ronnic hiamse 1f tell
you, in the ncxt issue of JE.D'00D. (#1llriht, Ron, ['1l credit the peges
to your sccount.)

BOO X REVIEW Herry Herrison: BILL, TH. G#LsCTIC HERO, Gollencz 16/-

Current excvamples of our fevorite reodin, metter, to .y wind, seem to be
¢ither dull, colourlcss, testclces ¢ztrepoletions or the polished fen fiction
“hich somc British prectitione re wrc kidding themse lves is the ncw weve in
Science Fiction, It's o re freshing cheng¢ to rcud Herry Herrison, ~tho excels
in strii_htforwerd, li;htly writtcn thrillers. His ne¢w book, chunks of which

Ppeercd in NEV "OXLDS recently, will delijht his fins. It is most cnjoysble,

It is the story of a2 country buampkin on som¢ plenct somewhe re in the inhsb-
ited gelaxy who gets rccruited into the srmy, It describes his ¢x)¢ ricnces ss
e rookic, where the bune of his existence is o ncenderthuloid Petty Officer
ith specinlly implented fengs (to 'improve' his imwge) cslled Desthvish Dreng.
"¢ gredustes es s Fusetender Gth Cless, during which he ex¢ricnces ¢ spuce
bettle =with the reptilisn encaics of menkind, the Chingers, » fusctender is &
_wy who r¢ pleces 301b fuscs blown by circuite overlosded durin bettle; the
“ulngers heve a repulisive imeyge ~ ¢ven mor¢ rcpulsive then Drung's -~ imposcd
on the soldiers ss scven fwot sliay, scely crocodiles, Thcy turn out to be
iizerds six inches long, 8ill, wore by luck then by judgcment, knocks out an
neny ship end is wede o hcrn, He loscs & lcft srm, snd the hospitel fits ¢ new
me on for him, 7¢ll, not exasctly ncw; sccondhund, An srm teken Crom one of
his fellen buddies, It is:
1) bleck,
2) helf es long wgein o8 his old onc, snd
3) it's o RIGHT srm, vhich :xens he cen st lcest sheke hends with
himse 1f, He joes off to the city—plenct Helior to get his medel, ond the re
caberks on g sccond series of edventures in e hi hly m chenised world,

I think it's quitc clesr whet BILL THE GALsCTIC HERO is intended to be: s
teke—off of some comaon SF themes. for execuplc, E,E.Smith-type spsce buttles,
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tiered metel citics, nesty swemp worlds filled with sweunp critters end
gpgcc drives sre sll debunked, robots wre debu;ged and the lorng ¢rm of
co—-incidence (well-¢xtended in much crud SF) stretched to rib-bre vking
aoint, And &ll this on u gnod, solid substrute of sutire on Army 1if:. :

-

It should heve been the funniest SF story c¢ver written. Unfortunutely,
I didn't find it e», Entertuining: — yes, Funny — no. I found it reminiscent
of un SF writer's ideeas book. It's stuffed full of fascinetin, littlc bits
¢nd picces, “The metericl is there, but, s 1n un idews book, it's there,
in situ, without eny tuoiloring,

Horrison isn't esse¢ntielly ¢ writer of humour, ws Richoerd Gordon of the
DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE scrics), Thorne Smith end, in our own genre, Eric Fronk 5
Russell cre. Humour rerely succceds vhen it's tossed ot once ws w serics of
sege. It hos to be developed, built up cerefully. Herrison succecde in
doing this only oncc or twice, For instence, I mkntioncd Bill's sccond right
erm €wrlier in this review. “Yhen Bill collecte hie mcdusl from the Gelectic
Tampe ror, he gives o sneppy selute. His ncw urm (vhich, of coursc, =us his
nld buddic's suluting urm), mekes the sulute simultune ously with the other.

I rouvred =ith luughtcr, beesusc the ges hed beendeveloped end I'é been helf
¢xpecting something like thet to huppen with thet erm. 3ut I think the

guccess of the joke wus mor¢ ,luck then judgec.ent, like Bill's epuce shot,
otherswisc more of the jokes would huve come off., Leter on, ~hen Bill qcte
nimse 1f inveliddd out of » pertaculcrlynssty spot by shooting off his 7 Ut
foot, I ¢xpceted him to be supplicd ~ith o sccond 1 £t foot, giving a lover
of gnod corn like me onother chince for his belly to leugh - but no such luck,

-y -

As ¢ writcr of good, cnterteining fiction, Herry Herrison is supre.nc,
But us u humourist - he's es sdroit es ¢ acn “ith two lcft foet,
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